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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August19, 2008

Contact: Joshua Heath 

Mobile: (703) 303-7839 
E-mail: jheath@policyimpact.com

National Leadership Conference highlights strategies to combat underage drinking
WHO:
J. Robert Flores, Administrator, Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention

Ronal Serpas, Ph. D., Chief of Police, Metropolitan Nashville Police Dept.
Linda L. Chezem, Professor, former Judge on the Indiana Court of Appeals

WHAT: 
Press conference announcing the kick-off of the 10th Annual National Leadership Conference “A Notable History: Forging the Future,” 
co-sponsored by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) and the National Liquor Law Enforcement Association (NLLEA). 

WHEN: 
11:00 a.m., Thursday, August 21, 2008
WHERE:
Bayou A, Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Convention Center, 2800 Opryland Drive, Nashville, Tennessee  

WHY:
From August 21st to 23rd, More than 1,700 law enforcement officials, community advocates, and concerned teens from Tennessee and across the nation are joining forces for a conference on underage drinking prevention. The three-day National Leadership Conference is designed to support the Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws program and includes workshops that feature scientific, evidence-based solutions to problems related to underage drinking.

Underage drinking has tragic consequences on youth, their families, and communities across America.  Underage drinking costs the nation $60 billion a year and is responsible for approximately 60,000 youth every year to seek treatment for alcohol.  
Note to reporters:  One-on-one interviews with speakers will be available immediately following remarks.  State Coordinators, youth representatives, and the President of the National Liquor Law Enforcement Agency will be available for questions and interviews.
(Note to reporters: One-on-one interviews available immediately after remarks, visuals include young people, law enforcement, posters with underage drinking stats and conference attendees.)  

