
  

 

 
 
 

School is getting out, and summer is almost here.  Around the 
country, State EUDL programs are preparing to increase the 
level of youth involvement in their initiatives, and law 
enforcement agencies increase their activities aimed at 
reducing youth access to alcohol.  We at the Underage 
Drinking Enforcement Training Center wish you well in your 
efforts to combat underage drinking over the next few 
months.  

Many youth will log in a lot more driving hours during the 
summer.  A new report from the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) highlights how 
law enforcement and strong drinking and driving laws are 
critical to deterring youth from driving under the influence of 
alcohol.  Utilizing data analysis of 1999, 2000 and 2001 
National Household Surveys, the SAMHSA report finds that 
young drivers in states with more restrictive driver-licensing 
laws have lower rates of drinking and driving than states with 
less restrictive laws.  The report, Graduated Driver 
Licensing and Drinking Among Young Drivers, is available 
on-line at www.oas.samhsa.gov/2k4/licenses/licenses.cfm . 

The term “binge drinking” provokes discussion in many 
circles about the suitability of the term's definition to current 
trends in heavy drinking.   A recent statement by the National 
Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) clarifies 
the term by drawing attention to blood alcohol content 
(BAC).  NIAAA’s National Advisory Council approved the 
following definition regarding “binge” drinking: “A ‘binge’ 
is a pattern of drinking alcohol that brings blood alcohol 
concentration (BAC) to 0.08 gram percent or above.  For 
the typical adult, this pattern corresponds to consuming 5 
or more drinks (male), or 4 or more drinks (females), in 
about 2 hours.”  For more information about NIAAA's 
definitions of "binge" and "risky" drinking, go to 
www.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/Newsletter/winter2004/news
letter_Number3.htm#council . 

In April, the Center for Alcohol Marketing and Youth 
(CAMY) posted a Report to Congress submitted by Charles 
G. Curie, Administrator of the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration.  This report describes 
progress in the development of a plan to combat underage 
drinking coordinated through the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. The report also provides an update on 
the formation of an Interagency Coordinating Committee 
on the Prevention of Underage Drinking, Recommendation 
12-1 of Reducing Underage Drinking:  A Collective 

Responsibility.  Read the report on-line at 
http://camy.org/washington/iccpud . 

The Center continues its audio-teleconference series with 
How can law enforcement engage parental involvement 
in addressing youth access issues?  The Institute of 
Medicine and National Research Council report, Reducing 
Underage Drinking: A Collective Responsibility, 
recognizes the role parents play in conveying messages 
about the underage alcohol use.  Getting parents to become 
engaged with this issue can be quite challenging. Learn 
how law enforcement can engage parental involvement in 
preventing and reducing underage drinking in communities.  

This month’s featured Success Stories come from 
Connecticut and Puerto Rico. In the absence of a strong 
statewide policy to address underage drinking at house 
parties, communities in Connecticut have passed local 
ordinances that give law enforcement officials a tool to 
break up underage drinking parties at private residences.  
Based on the success of the Code of Order, a package of 
ordinances and aimed at reducing alcohol-related problems 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 31 other municipalities have 
passed similar codes, and all municipalities report 
reductions in problems.  To find out more about this 
month’s audio-teleconference and how to register, and to 
read this month’s Success Stories, please visit 
www.udetc.org/documents/ResourceAlert0604.pdf. 

The 5th Annual National Leadership Conference will be 
held August 26-28 at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel and 
Marina in San Diego, CA.  Remember to register early - 
registration is only $99 prior to July 23.  View the 
conference preliminary agenda on-line on our website 
www.udetc.org.   

Until next month’s Resource Alert.  Please be safe, and we 
thank you for your efforts to prevent and reduce underage 
drinking. 

 
 
UDETC is proud to announce that we now offer our 
monthly Resource Alert via email!  If you would like to 
receive our Resource Alert electronically, just send an e-
mail with “Email Subscription” in the subject heading to 
udetc@pire.org.  Please be sure to include your name, 
organization, address, telephone number, and, of course, 
email address. 

11710 Beltsville Drive n Suite 300 n Calverton, MD 20705 n 877-335-1287 n www.udetc.org 
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April 27, 2004             3:00-4:15 p.m. Eastern Time  
The Rise and Fall of Togas and Keggers: 
Interventions that Work:  Animal House and Old 
School made us laugh at college partying, but those of 
you who have to deal with off-campus drinking know 
that these problems can drain a city’s resources.  
Speakers for this call will provide some innovative and 
creative strategies to reduce off-campus drinking-
related problems, including several targeting social 
availability of alcohol. 

May 18, 2004               3:00-4:15 p.m. Eastern Time  
Out of Control: The Link between Alcohol and 
Riots: Win an important game? Have a riot!  Lose an 
important game? Have a riot! Unfortunately, this has 
been the experience in many college communities, and 
the results have been costly for everyone involved. 
According to law enforcement officials, the common 
denominator in many of these incidents is alcohol.  Find 
out which interventions can be effective in preventing 
violent incidences from occurring. 

June 22, 2004            3:00-4:15 p.m. Eastern Time  
How Can Law Enforcement Engage Parental 
Involvement in Addressing Youth Access 
Issues? : The Institute of Medicine, National Research 
Council report, Reducing Underage Drinking: A 
Collective Responsibility, recognizes the role parents 
play in conveying messages about the underage 
alcohol use.  Experience also indicates that parents 
seem to be in denial about youth alcohol use and its 
associated harms and risks.  Getting parents to 
become engaged with this issue can be quite 
challenging. Learn how law enforcement can engage 
parental involvement in preventing and reducing 
underage drinking in communities. 

July 27 , 2004       3:00-4:15 p.m. Eastern Time  

Alcohol Excise  Tax: The Institute of Medicine, 
National Research Council report, Reducing Underage 
Drinking: A Collective Responsibility identifies increasing 
excise taxes a particularly effective strategy for reducing 
a variety of alcohol-related problems, including underage 
drinking.  Speakers will discuss the research and data 
that supports alcohol tax increases and spotlight several 
States that have been successful in raising taxes.  
Speakers will also discuss new efforts to “roll back the 
beer tax.” 

August 10 , 2004        3:00-4:15 p.m. Eastern Time  

Compliance Check Investigations:     
The Institute of Medicine, National Research Council 
report on reducing underage drinking recommends 
that states and communities “undertake regular and 
comprehensive compliance check programs.”  
Research shows that such operations are the 
cornerstone of youth alcohol enforcement and are 
highly effective in limiting youth access to alcohol 
through commercial availability.  Learn how these 
programs or operations work and why they are so 
effective in reducing youth access to alcohol. 

 

For registration information, please visit www.udetc.org   
All programs provide opportunities for presentation, discussion, and sharing information. Telephone dial-in 

instructions and accompanying materials will be mailed to registrants two weeks before the audio conference. 
To register for any of these free electronic seminars by phone, call toll -free 1-877-335-1287 extension 230  


